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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to explore how Southeast Asian new resident female spouses of
cross-marriages adapt into Hakka culture, how they carry out Hakka culture
reproduction in daily life, and also how they use the communication resources in a
variety of fields to establish their interpersonal networks, learn Hakka lifestyle, and
accumulate and convert what they learn to increase their own capital. Based on
Bourdieu's theory of field, habitus and capital, this study aims to investigate how
those Southeast Asian new resident female spouses, with their native cultural capital
and habits and Hakka capital which they already acquire, integrate themselves into
Hakka family and community, and how they use strategies to empower themselves to
participate in daily practices of Hakka culture.

This research conducts in-depth interviews, and 17 interviewees who are new
resident female spouses from Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam and Filipino and their six
family members are recruited. The results of the study showed that whether to live
with parents and in-laws has the impact on the learning of Hakka culture, and those
who live with their in-laws are better at Hakka culture practices and reproduction. In
addition, Hakka cultural practices and performance of new resident female spouses
are associated with their husbands' attitude toward traditional Hakka -culture.
Moreover, these female spouses will use a number of strategies to improve their
learning and adaptation, resulting in the increase of all kinds of capital, and also
gradually integrate their native culture into present daily life, especially in the aspects

of food, language and children education.

Keywords: Hakka, Intercultural Communication, New resident female spouses,

cultural reproduction
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