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A Comparative Study of Taiwan Miaoli and Guangdong

Xingning Hakka Dialects

Abstract

In Taiwan, “Szih Hsien Hakka Dialects” is used to stand for Xingning Dialecct.
However, Szih Hsie, which means “four counties,” actually includes counties such as
Xingning, Wuhua, Jiaoling, Pingyuan, and Meixian. It is very likely for people to
consider Xingning Hakka Dialect to be similar to Miaoli Hakka Dialect. Thus, the
intention of this paper is to compare Taiwan Miaoli Hakka Dialect with Guangdong
Xingning Hakka Dialect in the aspects of phonology, lexeme and syntax.

The researcher investigated the five dialect points of Xingning Hakka Dialect
from the north to the south inclunding one point in Taiwan . Xingning phonology is
divided mainly into two categories: The North Luofu is close to the South of
Gan; the Shan Rubric and Chén Rubric at—ait ut—uit ot—oit
are the same as that in southern Gan county. The South Xingning is close to Maoli
Hakka Dialect.

Xingning is more close to Jiangsi regarding the type of consonantal endings
-n/t -p/k in phonology. Miaoli remains complete in the type of consonantal
endings. There are two sets of sibilants in Xingning, which are combined in Miaoli
Hakka Dialect. From this, it is inferred that there was retroflex in Miaoli Hakka
Dialect, which disappears now because of the logic process of sound changes.

Even though Shén Rubric belongs to non- labial Division  of Miaoli
Hakka Dialect, it nevertheless belongs to labial Division  of Xingning Hakka
Dialect. Therefore, there is a bipartite development of hakka dialects. There is vowel
raising in Liu Rubric , which does not appear in Miaoli Hakka Dialect.

Lexically speaking, the appellation used for mother and aunt is different in
Xingning and Miaoli Hakka Dialects. We often use “kai'’ t§‘un24” “fat'

I instead of “fat' tien**”
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Koy , and the “nan’’ ” 1s used more
often than “ muk'

Lexically speaking, Xingning Hakka Dialect becomes simplified and is close to
Mandarin, whereas Miaoli Hakka Dialect is more conservative and has fewer changes.
The difference of these two dialects can be attributed to sound changes; otherwise,
these two dialects differ in their aspirated or unaspirated sounds.

Regarding the type of pronouns, there are few variants in Miaoli Hakka Dialect.
The initial dropping or vowel raising of Xingning Hakka Dialect results in different
variants in syntax. The type of adverbs of degree in Xingning Hakka Dialect is

2

various. It shows strong and weak combinations. Take the distribution of * in



Xingning Hakka Dialect as an example. In the north, it is often pronounced as “ti*'”*;

in the south it is pronounced as “li*'". The residents of Shima and Shuikou

31’9 “631.,’

tend to pronounce “ts)” ”. Miaoli Hakka Dialect is well-known for its

99 Gy

In syntax, “comparative sentences,” “interrogative sentences,” and “negative

I are discussed.

sentences” formed by “m'' tien
key words  Miaoli Dialect, Xingning Dialect, Hakka Dialect, Comparative Study,

Dialects
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